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by Brian John

When I got the call from
my buddy, Matt, that he
wanted to bring a couple
of military friends down to
Georgia from Washington
DC for a hog dogging

trip, I had a feeling it was
going to be something
special. I immediately
got on the phone with

my hunting partner, Reid
Ballard, and we started
planning the hunt.

We laft aut a couple of hours before
daylizht on a Saturday morning with a
truclkload of food and a trailer full of dops
and headed south to one of our clubs in
Crawford County. Upon arriving at the
land, we got the dogs collared up and we
had the dogs on the graund hunting short
by afrer daylight. Within an hour, we had
a nice hoar caught on the side of a creck
bank. After getting him tied and hauled

bacl to the trailer at camp, we pushed on

continued on page 48
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continued from page 45

to search for more hogs, We weren'l secing
rnuch sign in the area so we decided to try
it on the othor end of the property. We
loaded up the dogs on our d-wheelers and
headed out to look for some good sign.
When we arrived al the hardwood creek
botiom on the opposite end of the 1200
acre tract, it was rooted up like someone
had heen in there with a plow. We turned
the dogs back loose and they immediately
disappeared down through the creel bot-
tom. Within minutes, we heard the unmis
Lakable sound of a hop squealing and we
took off (some of us faster than others).
When we got there, the dogs had caught
amnice boar. Bul we could still hear dogs
barking about 300 yards further down the
creek, We realived the dogs had split hayed
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a proup of hogs, A fow of us stayed with
the first hog, pulling dogs off and getting
him tied while Beid and a couple of others
took off for the second one. They got there
and Hipped that hog to the ground anid
gat him tied as well. We had successtully
pulled off a split hay and had caught two
tice boays. At that poind, we realized that
our military friends, who had never heen
hog hunting before, were vight there in

the aclion, Mipping hogs, pulling dogs and

basically pervforming like they had been
doing it their whole lives, Tt was abvious
that they had heen in intense situations
before and with very Tittle divection, they
had immediately become hos doggers,
Later that afternoon, we caught a couple
of sows and we decided that with five hogs
inn the trailer, wi would head back to camp
for some grub and a few cald ones. With

a pood fire in the pit, we gathered around

and swapped stories from the day's hunt.
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I've heen a hunter my whole life but to have the
opportunity to help guide a hunt for a group of men
that have dedicated their lives to fighting for our
freedom was extremely special to me.
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The next morning, we woke up really
early and got everything loaded. About
an houy east of our club, we met up with
gume olher hunting buddies to try a piece
af land that reportedly had lots of hog
sign, When we arvived, there was a trailer
full of dogs al the camp but no sign of
any hunters. Since no one clse was sup-
posed to bo at this club, we were unsura
to whom the trailer and dogs belonged,
But after talking about it for & while and
realizing thal our military friends had
flown in for this hunt, we really didn't
wanl [0 waste the day and go hone. 3o we
decided to o ahead and give it a toy. After
sevoral diy runs, we decided to change
locations on the property. Tt ended up be-
ing the right move because shortly after,
we heard some barking coming from the
direction of the trailer of dogs that we
had seen earlier that morning. At first, we
just assumed that it was those dogs bark-
ing at some of our dogs ranning close by,
But afrer looking at the GPS, we realized
that the barking was further back in the
wonods from where we had seen the trailer
that morning so the race was on. Amaz-
ingly, Reid's dog, Blaze, and one of his
young dogs, Tull, had an extremely nice
boar bayed about 200 yards behind the
abandoned trailer of dags. Just as Reid
came up to the bay, Jim cut the bulldog
looze and she went in there and made
a solid catch on the hop. Doug and our
uther hunting buddy, Tyson, got there
and helped to flip the huge boar, As they
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the hog and he jusl stood up with them
like: they weren't even there, It tovk about
three times and they Anally got the bad
hoy tied. He was a monstrous 350 pound
boar and a veal prefty gold and black
colov. After a bunch of picture taking
and high-lives, we began the daunting
tasl of metting the huge beast cut of the
swamyp, By Lhe time we got hinm back up
tor the trafley, it was starting (o pel really
hot and the dogs were just plain whipped

from two solid days of hunting so we

- decided to call it a weekend, When it was
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all said and doneg, we had caupht six hops
and one of them iz going to look real nice
hanging on Doug's wall, Overall, | dor’t
think any of us could have asked fov a
Better hunt,

I've been a hunter my whole [ifo but to
have the oppovtunity to help puide a hunt
for a group of men that have dedicated
Lheir lives to fighting for our [reedom was
extremely special (o me. T look forward to
[uture opportunities to hog hunt with this
finie proup of men because T definitely think

we have made them hop dogpers for life.
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